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“WHY DO THE SAINTS GATHER?” 


BY ELDER WILLIAM JEFFERIES. — 


We doubt that, during the first half of 
the present year, the above question will 
be asked times who are in 
ignorance relative to the t pu 
at God in this the liipontatioa of the 
fulness of times. Therefore, and because 
I desire to impart information to the 
uninformed, honest truth-seeker, I will 
present a few out of the numerous rea- 
sons which Latter-day Saints are 

to assign for their peculiar conduct 
in gathering together in the present 


Why? Because God commands them 
todo so. He, by virtue of his being their 
Creator, their Sustainer, their Redeemer, 


their Judge, the Father of their bodies | earthq 


and spirits, and their all, has the greatest 
and strongest claim to their implicit 
obedience. In view of this, his dutiful 
children consider it their imperative duty 
to go to that. place or to those places he 
desires them to gather to, even were he 
not to give them one reason why he 
Wished them to do so. Hence it is that 
hie to their mountain home. =| 

oly word, 
ven-inspired men, cannot be 
without. it. have 


the building up in the just 


Prior to the coming of heaven’s 


reign on the earth a thousand years, of 
‘the cities of Zion and Jerusalem, and the 
ering toget | every 
ended the b canopy of heute 
to do so. This must be done; for, saith 
the Lord, ‘ Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word shall not pass away” 
till it has accomplished that for which it 
was spoken. ore they hasten to 
where God can use them for performin 
> 
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Eternal. 
Why? 
famines, pestilence ightvi thunder: 7 
uakes, and ‘many dire ca~ 
nimpartakers of her sins, and 
not. of her plague 
Aing to wher 
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the Christian (7) towns and cities of 
Europe, on account of the many corrupt 
beings in the shape of men, but unworthy 
of the name, who aré ay and nightly 

lotting, scheming, laying traps, em- 
8 ig with the gold with which they 
ouzht to bless the r and do the 
will of Ged generally, procurers and 
procuresses, and almost every other mean 
thing to aid them in carrying out their 
unballowed desires, and prowling about 
the streets, visiting every convenient 
brothel, and seducing every fair daughter 
of Adam they can possibly get within 
their unholy grasp. They want to pre- 
serve their daughters in purity before 
God; hence they take them from the 
hell-traps and dens of infamy which 
abound so plenteously. in Bible-reading, 
Bible believing (?), Bible-teaching (?), and 

rofessedly God-tearing Christendom, to 

lot it, to blight it, and to curse it with 
the withering curse of the God of 


heaven. 

Why? Because their youthful, un- 
wary, but virtuous sons are unsafe, unless 
immediately under the paternal er ma- 
ternal care. Hamlets, villages, towns, 
and cities contain their standing, living, 
and multiplying evidences of man’s great 
degeneracy —numerous public and private 
prostituted daughters of Eve, who are 
ever on the alert to entrap and seduce 
inexperienced youths of the opposite sex. 
Therefore, as fast as opportunities offer, 
they flee from where such walki 
machines of seduction can be foun 
taking with them their sons—the in- 
struments for the creation-of the morals 
. of a rising generation—the fathers and 
rulers. of many generations, and placing 
them in a much more healthy, heavenly, 
moral atmosphere, where they can learn 
the will of God, and be the honoured 
producers of a race which will be a 
million-fold more worthy of'existence and 
of the propagation of their species than 
the present generation is. 

Why? Because they wish their. chil- 
dren to be indoctrinated in-truth. Among 
the nations of the earth, numbers of 
different gods are worshipped, and many 
conflicting opinions are entertained rela- 
tive to the true plan of salvation. This 
worship and; these opinions are ht 
to children as soon as they are capable 
uf receiving them.. Now, for individuals 
to understand, in part, the result of this 
teaching of incorrect doctrines, they have 
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only to launch forth into the world ang 
teach true doctrines concerning the plan 
of salvation and its Author, | they will 
soon obtain ample evidence to prove the 
result of the former to be one of the 
greatest curses which the “father of 
lies” has been permitted to bring upon 
the human family. Therefore, and be- 
cause the truth, unsullied and free as it 
emanates from its eternal Fountain, is 
taught by God’s inspired servants in 
“Utah, far away,” they hasten there to 
learn it themselves and to have the 
*‘ young idea” instructed aright, 
Why? Because God’s purposes in 
relation to this earth and its inhabitants 
cannot be accomplished without it. Can 
the Babel curse be removed, and a 
pure, universal e be restored? 
Cau the Jews be restored to their former 
place, polity, and favour with God? Can 
the other portions of Jacob’s vast house- 
hold enjoy the fulfilment of God’s pro- 
mises to their father? Can Jerusalem be 
rebuilt, old men walk therein leaning 
upon their staffs, children play in 
its streets, prophets prophesy within it, 
the armies of the earth surround it 
while yet without walls, half of it 
go into captivity, and the Son of God 
come and stand upon the Mount of 
Olives, dividing that mount, and de- 
livering “his own” from their enemies? 
Can the Zion of the Jast days be built up 
and become the joy of the whole earth? 
Can “the knowledge of the Lord cover 
the earth,” so that “none need teach his 
neighbour, for all shall know the Lord 
from the least to the greatest”? Can 
man again be found in Eden’s lovely — 
arden, walking and talking with his 
o'r without a vail between? Can 
these, and many other things which must 
take place, be brought about without a 
gathering? Oommon sense, reason, 
revelation unite in answering with a loud, 
emphatic, truthful No’ Hence they 


| Why? Because they want the know- 
ledge of God. ‘But cannot they get 
that in their native lands?” They can in 
part, but not in a sufficient to 
satisfy the cravings of the “spark of 
Deity” within them. In days gone bys 
when God has had an nized and 
people on the earth, he has 
selected and appointed a place or places 
at which or in which he would instruct 


Rinai, the tabernacle in 


| 
| 
‘then—Mount 


wilderness, and Solomon’s — 


“Temple, his Nauvoo Temple, and _ his 
much saving knowledge; 
‘and he has now his “ tabernacle. in the 
wilderness,” in which he is giving unto his 
ebedient children the keys and powers of 
heaven. Another temple is now being 
erected on the American continent, and 
many others will be built, which will far 
the costliness and splendour of 
Solomon's magnificent building, in which 


the Lord will instruct his sons and 


daughters in the precepts, practices, laws, 
and order of the ite okie to the 
end that his will may be done on earth as 
it is done in heaven. Seeing that Latter- 
day Saints want life eternal, they gather 
to where they can obtain the knowledge 
of God and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
sent, whom te know is life eternal. 
“Bat,” says the objecting critic, “it 
to me that you make the attain- 
ment of the knowledge of God: dependent 
on gathering to your Zion in the flesh. 
What, then, is to become of many of 


your owe good members who die before 


they te Zion, and who are thus 
destitute of the knowledge of God and 
his Soa Jesus Christ? Will they obtain 
eternal life?’ Although it is stated that 
the Saints gather to obtain the knowledge 
of Ged, it is not stated, neither is it im- 
that they never can gain that know- 
after they pass from mortality, 
should that take place before they gather 
to Zea. But, without discussing the 
‘matter further, I will give the objector 
some ef che words of the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles ; and perhaps, after properly 
reflecting upoa them, guided by the light 
of heaven, he will be satisfied that those 
who die ia Christ, ungathered, will have 
ample opportunity te be gathered after- 
wards, and taught what they did. not 
learn ia the flesh. “Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his (God’s) will, 
according to his good pleasure which he 
hath purposed in himself,*that in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times he might 
together in one all things in Christ, 
which are in heaven and which are 

on earth.” (Eph. i. 9, 10.) | 
Te obey the voice of God, to fulfil his 


Word, to escape his “vials of wrath,” to 


Preserve in purity their sons and daugh- 
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ters, to get them taught the truth, to 
accomplish the of the Lord, and 
to gain, as a reward for their “deeds 
done in the body,” eternal lives in the 
presence of their Heavenly Father, are 
among the many reasons why Latter-day 
Saints leave their native lands for the 
Divinely-appointed gathering-place on the 
American continent. | 
And now, in conclusion, seeing that I 
ivilege athering with 
I will bear my humble testimony to the 
inhabitants of my native land—to as | 
of them and of my native earth as 
little luminary may reach; and I pra 
that it may exist and travel and tes 
as long as there is a child of Adam on 
this earth ignorant of the glorious latter 
day message of salvation. I know that, 
in this, the nineteenth century, the Great 
Eternal, his Son Jesus, and holy angels 
have visited this earth. They have spoken 
to man ; they have given him the true 
Gospel and the legitimate authority of 
heaven; and th yo empowered him 
to establish and an js the great Latter-da 
Kingdom, which will become a as 
They raised up and empowered the 
youthful Prophet, Joseph Smith; and I 
know that he was and isa mighty Prophet . 
of God. I know that Brigham Young is 
God’s Prophet and mouthpiece’ to this 
generation. He communes with God, and 
angels are his companions. I know that 
there are thousands of heaven-inspired 
men in the Church of Jesus Christ of ' 
Latter-day Saints. I know that through 
their administrations hundreds of thou- 
sands have received the remission of their 
sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
I know that, through the administrati 
of some, my sins have been remitted. I 
have received the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and J have received a ion of the 
autherity of God. By this eT. 


have administered unto others, and 
sins have been remitted, they 


publicly, of these things; 


who have not sinned away the day 


| God’s favour, who will forsake their sins, 


tem | | 
le organized on the earth 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost, they 
| have received a portion of the authority | 
er God, they have been healed of their 
| afflictions, and have borne testimony, 
| privately and and 7 
we have rejoiced much tog the 
enjoyment of the choice gifts and blessings 
of our Heavenly Father. I know ger 
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who will covenant to keep the laws of 
heaven, who will be baptized by the same 
authority for the remission of their sins, 
and who will receive the imposition of hands 
for the receiving of the Holy Ghost, will 
be forgiven for their past transgressions, 
and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and will know for themselves that the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints is of God. I know that the doc- 
trie of gathering is of God, and that 
those who obey it and continue faithful 
unto him will have bread when thousands 
among the nations of the earth will be 
wasting away for the want of it. 
They will enjoy peace when the wicked 
nations of the earth are being depopulated 
by horrid wars; they will enjoy health 
when dire and loathsome diseases are 
laying low in the dust millions of the 


wicked in proud Babylon; they will be | 
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happy when hellish misery will be the 
portion of the wicked outside of ‘Zion 
and they will bask and luxuriate im 
knowledge and blessings of the celestial, 
worlds while those who fear not God, 
who keep not ht commandments, and 
who persecute his people, and will not 
repent, will be grovellitg and suffering 
the bitter curses and hot indignation 
of a wrathful and avenging God. I know 
that the kingdom of God now established 
and now growing and rolling on the earth 
will continue to increase and roll until all 
that is good in, on, or under the 

will be swallowed up by it, and it be 

a mighty, and glorious theo 
cracy, which will eventually remove the 
curse from mankind, and will bless, 
happify, and immortalize them, and ong 
them back into the immediate presence 
their Divine Creator. 


we 


CHRISTIANITY AND “MORMONISM.,”* 


BY ELDER E. L. SLOAN, 


(Concluded from page 117.) 


Many of the most interesting and im- 
— events connected with the estab- 


ing of the Gospel eighteen centuries | 


ago, and its re-introduction in this age, 
were made known to the human family 
with no direct evidence to support them 
‘bat personal testimony; the value of 
which, in the estimation of those who 
heard it, was in proportion to the amount 
of credibility they considered the testifiers 
were entitled to. And it is a fact that 
not the first shadow of a reason can be 
adduced for rejecting the testimony of 
Joseph and his associates which did not 
apply with equal force to Jesus and his 
disciples. 

The Prophet Joseph was poor in 
worldly wealth, and almost unlettered when 
he began his career, and his name was 
east out as evil by an ultra religious 
generation. His followers and associates 
were drawn from the same circle of 
society in which he moved himself, and 
all manner of malignant slanders were 
industriously circulated concerning them 


to invalidate their testimony, and to heap. 
reproach and contumely upon them. 
and his associates laboured in honesty for 
their sustenance with brain and hands, 
driven from place to place by the vire 
lence of a mad mobocratic spirit, till the: 
very epithet by which they were known. 
became a byword of reproach, and to be- 
lieve the testimony of a “Mormon” upon 
anything relating to religion came to be 
considered a piece of blind credulity al 
most equalling their own presumed fana 
ticism; and this by the professed be- 
lievers in and avowed followers of that 
Jesus whose character was stigmatized by 
his religious compeers as embodying al 
most the climax of depravity. He was. 
called a drunkard, a glutton, and 

of a devil; his companions were often the 
vile and unclean ; he rambled about from. 
place to place without a settled habita- 
tion; his associates were ignorant and 
poor; he was so poor himself that he 
often had not a place to lay his head; and, 
to crown all, he declared himself to be the 


* “* Mormonism”’ is nct used here as a legitimate wor’, it being an epithet fastered on the system We 
‘believe in by our enemies, “ Mormonism” and Ci ristiar ity are essentiily the samen 
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recognized father was well known and 
fen referred to, by those who listened 
with horror to what they 
blasphemous retensions, as “Joseph the 

ter.” 7 the reasons 
a of Joseph are satisfactory to them. 


intelligent honesty remains with them, 
condemn the Jews for basing their rejec- 


tion of Jesus on the same reasons? and 


why 
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actual Sun of God, while his reputed and , 


Ives, how can they, while one particle of | 


do they not evince something of the | 
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testimony toa glorious revelation concerti- 
ing the birth of the child Jesus, but the 
testimony, Divinely dictated, to a reeord 
teeming with prophetic declarations and 
pure doctrinal truths, delivered by an 


advanced by angel and designed as the precursor of 
ation for rejecting the testi- | God’s greatest work among men, even the 


completion of his eternal purposes. © 
The revelations to Simeon and Anna, re- 
corded in Luke ii., are on an equality with 
many of a similar character given in this 
age concerning the work of the last days. 
Jesus was led into the wilderness, and, 


last shreds of manhood’s nobility by boldly | after fasting forty days, was tempted of 


rejecting the Saviour and his mission al- | 


together, and give publicity to their covert 


Afew humble and comparatively un- 
known individuals were chosen as_ the 
ial witnesses before whom the plates 

en which the Book of Mormon was 
Written were displayed. Their testimony 
stands recorded and irrefutable; yet that 
testimony is rejected by the world because 


the Lord did not choose some of the’! 


Satan; but alone he passed through that 


scathing ordeal, and only he bear 
testimony to the fact. seph was privi- 


leged to behold the Majesty of heaven and 
saw the dark train of the Arch Fiend 
himself, after having felt his fearful power; 
and he too, like his Divine Master, was 
alone, so that he was the only mortal wit- 
ness to the fact. | 
On the mount of transfiguration the 
Saviour mingled in company with Moses 


great and learned and notable onesamong | and Elias, who had figured in Jewish 


the children of men to make known his | 


holy purposes to. By a parity of reason- 
ing, it is but natural to suppose that the 
Jews would look for the announcement 
of so all-important an event as the advent 
of the Messiah to be made through some 
of their leaders—probably the High Priest, 
who was understood to possess the gift of 
prophecy by virtue of his office, (John xi. 
&1,) or at least some of the learned and 
pious doctors of their nation. But God, 
“whose ways are not as man’s ways,” 
chose a few humble and obscure shep- 
herds as the favoured ones to whom a 
holy angel declared the joyful tidings. 
witnesses to the Book of Mormon 

saw the plates and handled them; and 
before three of them an angel appeared, 
confirming the divine origin of the record ; 
and no mortal could make them believe 
otherwise, though ten thousand “ Spauld- 
ing’s Manuscript, Found” stories had been 
in their ears. Yet their testimony 

has been rejected, thus far, by the bulk of 
the people. The shepherds saw the angel, 
his message, and witnessed the 
heavenly chorus that joined in songs of 
se; but their testimony was rejected 
the bulk of the Jewish nation. Where, 
then, is the difference between the culpa- 
bility of the two generations as regards 


matter? The greater evidently rests 
"pon this generation for rejecting, not the 


story long centuries before ; yet none but 


Peter, James, and John (his most intimate 


associates,) were witnesses of the glorious 
scene, and their testimony would be 
looked upon with equal suspicion to his 
own. In the woods, where they had gone 
to pray and inquire of the Lord respeet- 
ing ~~ for the remission of sins, did 
John the Baptist appear to Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery, and there conferred 
upon them that priestly power of which 
he held the keys; but no other mortal was 


witness of the holy presence. The resur- 


rected Christ appeared to a number be- 
fore his ascension, but they were sincere 
and devout believers, whose a was 
met with scepticism and scorn. He an- 
nounced his presence to Paul on the read 
to Damascus; yet, though accompanied 
by others at the time, (persecutors like © 
himself,) his was the only voice that could 
be raised in support of the fact that it 
was the crucified and risen Redeemer who 
had spoken. Why could not those who 
accompanied Paul hear and understand 
equally as well as he did, seeing that they 
the sense of hearing as as 
he? In the silence of his chamber 
the angel appeared to Joseph, reveal 
to him much of that eventful future w 
was opening up before him, and time 
again has the voice of Heaven come to 
servants of the Most High in these days... 


| 
| 
| 
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‘and his holy angels have stood by them, 
protecting them under the shadow of 
their power, and speaking words of sweet 
comfort to their souls. But the unbeliev- 
ing multitude have been ignorant of the 
fact, and have spurned those who have 
testified in their midst of that which they 
hhad experienced and known, forgetting that 
the servant of Elisha the Prophet could 
not see the “ chariots of Israel and horse- 
men thereof” till his eyes were opened to 
discern spiritual objects. These important 
facts, with a host of others too numerous 
to record, are entirely dependent upon 
testimony for their substantiation 
to mankind as a whole; and this genera- 
tion, in rejecting that kind of evidence, 
follow in the track of those Jews whose 
course of action they so loudly repudiate, 
and strike at the very basis of all revealed 
religion. God is a being of order. , He 
always has chosen and always will choose 
particular individuals as his spokesmen 
and special ambassadors to the nations, 
and to them he necessarily will more par- 
ticularly reveal himself by the ministra- 
tion of angels, the voice of his Spirit, und 
the peculiar manifestations of his good 
pleasure. But he is “no respecter of 
persons,” and will therefore leave every 
soul without excuse, by giving to every one 
who will seek for it in his own appointed 
way the most incontestable and incontro- 
vertible evidence that man could receive. 
This brings us to the last and most 
important testimony that could be ad- 
duced in favour of the divinity of Christ’s 
Mission to man, and in favour of the 
claims of the Latter-day Work upon the 
buman family. Prophetic evidence might 
be misconstrued, or might even be untrue. 
Miraculous evidence, as we have seen, 
might be the workings of an unholy un- 
seen power, or might be the deceptions of 
am artistic juggler. Personal evidence 
ding events might be deceptive and 
the knavish statements of an in- 
terested confederacy; but the testimony 
which it is the privilege of every man to 
obtain for himself, not only endorses all 
these kinds of evidence when true, but is 
stamped upon the tablet of the living 
soul by the seal of the Eternal and the 
finger of God. It is a testimony which 
strengthens and increases with every day's 
experience in those who are humble, 
faithful, and pure, growing till it per- 
vades their whole being, and becomes a 
jpart of their very existence; and further- 
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more, it is a testimony whieh no impostor, 
nor any one unauthorized of God, could 
presume to offer, without being imme, 
diately detected and his false claims exs 
posed. ‘If any man will do his will, hé 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God,” said Jesus (John vii. 17,) wo 
those among whom he ministered ; and 
this great principle boldly preciaimed 
stamped the truth of his mission upon 
every honest inquiring mind. The 
multitude strewed his path with palms 
and shouted hosannahs to bis name;. 
yet, doubtless, many of them joined 
with equal fervour the terrible cry of 
“Crucify him! crucify him!” and. jeered 
and mocked him in his agonizing saf- 
ferings, calling upon him, if he were the 
Christ, to come down from the cross; bat 
they who had done the will of the Father 
knew for themselves that the “consola 
tion of Israel” was revealed. This is the 
great characteristic of the everlasting Gos 
pel, whether known as Christianity or 
** Mormonism,” and places i¢ far above 
the gospels and systems of man’s origin- 
ating. Modern Christianity could give 
no such knowledge, and modern Chris 
_tians dare not hold forth such a prome: 
| hence it has degenerated into a mulupliaty 
_of dead forms, while they have sunk down 
to a “simply believe” principle, robbing 
man of that gloriovs and certain faith 
which begetteth knowledge and enters far 
within the vail. | 
The declaration made by Joseph to 

who would pursue the same that 
they should receive a knowledge from 
God for themselves, stamps the validity of 
his message to the nations, and proclaims 
that the power of Jehovah aceompanied 
| his ministrations. It opens up the chan- . 
| nel of communication between the Creator 
_and the creature, drives infidelity into the 
| shades of endless night, causes sectariar- 
ism to shrink down in its bloated. self- 
| sufficiency, and stirs up the powers of 
darkness to the conflict, while it nerves 
the hearts of the sons and daughters of 
God to dare all the fiery persecntions 
_ which ruthless mobs, maddened by 
nant fiends, ean hurl around them. 4 
stamped the mission of Jesus aadivine; 
Stamps the mission of Joseph as divine. 
proves the continuation Chris 
‘tianity in “Mormonism” so ealled, and 


| will condemn this generation for re} 


| it as it condemned the Jews to the just in- 


'dignation of God for refusing to accept it. 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH, 
(Continued from page 120.) 


[March, 1844.] 


- ‘Wednesday, 13th. In special council 
from nine a.m. Orson Hyde, 
Wilford Woodruff, and James Emmett 
were present, in addition to those of the 
preceding day.  Wilard Richards was 
appointed Historian, and William Clayton 
Clerk of the Council. 

It was decided that Amos Fielding 
should return to England, when I and 


my brother Hyrum gave him the follow- 


ing letter of attorney :— 


“ This is to certify that the bearer thereof, 
our worthy brother Elder Amos Fielding, 
hath been appointed, by the First Presidency 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, our agent, to transact such business 
as may be deemed necessary for the benefit 
of said Church, and such as he shall see 
proper throughout the island of Great 
Britain 


He is hereby authorized to receive 
moneys for the Temple in Nauvoo, the 
poor, or for the Church; and the brethren 
will be safe should they deposit money in 
his hands fae any purpose pertaining to 
the Church business in this place. 


la In witness whereof we have 
Corpo-) hereunto set our hands and 
on ¢ placed the corporatien seal .of 
{ Seal. ) the city of Nauvoo, this 13th 


“r~ day of March, a.p. 1844. 

JOSEPH SMITH, 

7 Hyrum 

Presiding Elders of the whole Church 
of Jesus Christ of L. D. 8. 


Thursday, 14th. In special council 
over the store from nine till one. 

At two, went to see brother John 
Wilkie. 
see him. He wanted to know what he 
should do. I told him of the order of 
Tithing, &¢., and he wanted I should 
come again. 

At four, went to Assembly Room 
again. Lucien Woodworth sent on a 
mission to Texas. At seven, adjourned 
tonext Tuesday, at nine, a.m. 

_ Friday, 15th. Dull, cloudy day, north 
wind. Frosty night. 

Spent the day in Council. 


Being ina strait to raise money to assist 
ds in the Pine country, I sent 


ders B. Young and W. Richards to | 


| 


He had sent to me to come and | 


borrow some money from Mr. Orme, who, 

it is believed, had a large sum of money 

lying idle, but did not get any. 
I copy from the Law of tke Lord :—. 


_ “This day President Joseph Smith rode 
over to brother John Wilkie’s, at his special 
request, to give him some _ instructions 
relative to his duty in regard to Tithing an 
consecration. | 
Brother Wilkie has for a long time back 
been struggling with his feelings, designing 
to do right, but labouring under maay fears 
and prejudices, in consequence of having in 
some degree given way to believe the base 
reports circulated by individuals for the 
purpose of injuring the authorities of the 
Church, and also from yarious other causes. 
His faithful companion has persevered dili- 
gently, and with fervent prayer has called 
upon God in his behalf, until she has realized 
her utmost wishes. 
Brother Wilkie now feels anxious to dd! 
right in all things, and especially to pay his 
Tithing to the full. President Joseph 


/ showed him the principles of consecration 


and the means whereby he might reaiize the 
fuiness of the blessings of the celestial 
kingdom; and as an evidence that he desired 
to do right, he paid over to the Trustee-in- 
Trust the sum of three hundred dollars in 
gold and silver for the benefit of the 
Temple, and which is now recorded on 
consecration. $300. 

He also signified his intention of paying 
more as soon as he could get matters 
properly arranged. The President then 
prenounced a blessing upon him and his 
companion, that they shouid have the 
blessing of God to attend them in their 
basket and in their store—that they shouid 
have the blessing of health and salvation 
and long life, inasmuch as they would con- 
tinue to walk in obedience to the command- 
ments of God. 

May the Lord grant his Spirit and peace 
to abide upon brother Wilkie. aud his com- 
panion through the remainder of their days; 
may their “hearts expand and become en- 
larged to receive the fulness of the bless- 
ings of the kingdom of heaven; may they 
have the light of eternal truth continually 
springing up in them like a well of living 
water; may they be shielded from the 
powers of Satan and the influence of design- 
ing men, and their faith increase from day 
to day until they shall have power to lay 


hold on the blessings of God and she gifts 
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of the Spirit until they are satisfied; and, ' 
finally, may they live to a good oldage; and 
‘when they have lived while they desire life, 
may they die in peace, and be received into 
the mansions of eternal life, and enjoy a 
celestial glory for ever and ever! Even so, 
amen.” 


and the Present Aspect of Affairs, 


we insert :— 


the pr 
the past 
been somewhat dull; consequently, those 
who were not previously prepared have 
been obliged to employ the principal por- 
tion of their time in obtaining the necessary 
means for the sustenance of their families: 
therefore little improvement has been made. 
But old Boreas is now on his receding 
march, and spring has commenced its return 
with all its pleasantness. 


The Editors of the Zimes and Seasons 


published a short account of “Our City 


” which 


“ Believing that our patrons and friends 


are pleased to hear of our prosperity, we 
feel happy in apprising them of the same, 
through the columns of our paper. 


Owing te the scarcity of provision and 
e in the money market during 
nter, commercial business has 


Navigation is open, and steam-boats are 


almost continually plying up and down our 
majestic river. 

several families of emigrants to this place, 

who have cordially joined with their friends 
and brethren in the great work of the up-: 

building of Zion and the rolling forth of 
the kingdom of God. 7 


They have already brought 


The work of improvement is now actively 


begun, and in every direction may be heard 
the sound of the mason’s trowel, the car- 
penter’s hammer, the teamster’s voice, or, 
in other words, the hum of industry and the 
voice of merriment. 
the present appearance, a greater amount of 
imprevement will be done the ensuing 
summer than in the preceding one. 


Indeed, to judge from 


Almost every stranger that enters our 


city is excited with astonishment that so 
much has been done in so short a time; but 
we flatter ourselves, from the known in- 
dustry, perseverance, and diligence of the 
Saints, that by the return of another winter 
s0 much more will be accomplished, that his 
astonishment will be increased to wender 
and admiration. 


Quite extensive preparations are being 


made by the farmers in this vicinity for the 
cultivation of land; and should the season 
prove favourable, we doubt not that nearly, 
if not a sufficient amount of produce will be 
raised to supply the wants of the city and 
adjacent country. 


We are also pleased that we can inform 


our friends abroad that the Saints here of 


| 
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late have taken hold of the work on the © 
Temple with a zeal and energy that in no 
small degree excites our admiration. Their 
united efforts certainly speak to us that it 
is their determination that this spacions 
edifice shall be enclosed, if not finished, this 
season. 

And a word we would say to the Saints 
abroad, which is, that the Temple is being 
built in compliance with a special com- 
mandment of God, not to a few individuals, 
buttoall. Therefore we sincerely hope you 
will contribute of your means as liberally 
as your circumstances will allow, that the 
burden of the work may not rest upong 
few, but proportionately upon all. 

Where is the true-hearted Saint that does 
not with joy and delight contemplate the 
endowment of the servants of God and the 
blessings he has promised to his people on con- 
dition that they speedily build the Temple? 
Certainly you cannot reasonably expect to 
enjoy these blessings if you refuse to con- 
tribute your share towards its erection. 

It is a thing of importance, and much 
depends upon its accomplishment: therefore 
we wish to forcibly impress the matter 
upon your minds, hoping you will become 
aroused to a sense of your duty—that every 
company of Saints, every Elder that comes 


here, and every mail may bring money and _ 


other property for this important work,— 
which, when completed, will stand, in one 
sense of the word, as a firm pillar in Zion, 
and which will greatly facilitate the pros- 
perity of the great cause of trath which we 
all are actively engaged in.” 

Saturday, 16th. At home. At one, 
p.m., I sat in Council with W. Richards, 
OQ. P. Rockwell, and Bishop Miller. 

The Female Relief Society had two 
meetings in the Assembly Room, as it 
would not hold all at once, and sanctioned 
the * Voice of Innocence from Nauvoo.” 

Sunday, 17th. Last night, Nauvoo 
was visited by a very strong wind from 
the west. It blew down a portion of the 
west wall of the new hall (28 by 40 feet 
on the ground,) which the Seventies 
commenced on Bain-street, and they had 
raised ready for the roof. 

The wind continued very strong all 
day. In the evening, had a smart snow- 
storm, which covered the ground, and 
was succeeded by a frosty night. 

Attended prayer-meeting. 

Monday, 18th. The frost. of last 
night was so severe as to form ice inside 
the houses. | 

I stayed at home to recite German 
with brother Niebaur. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. _ 


SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 1861. 

A CoNTRAST THAT WILL EVERY YEAR BECOME MORE Srrikinc.—The news 
from the Valley received by the last steamer isin striking contrast with that brought 
by the same vessel from the United (7) States. With the Saints all is peace: the 
Legislature has met and adjourned, after transacting the business for the Territory 
devolving upon it; the holidays have passed off, and with something like the quiet 
enjoyment which used to characterize that season previous to the advent of the U. S. 
army there; meetings are regularly held; and, indeed, everything necessary for the 
progress of the work and the development of the people and country is being pushed 
forward as earnestly and thoroughly as though the United States were in another 
hemisphere, or were undisturbed by the slightest difficulty. All feel cheerful, and 
indulge in sanguine expectations and feelings of thanksgiving for the immunity they 
enjoy from the evils that threaten the overthrow and destruction of the communities 
which surround them. Property was never valued higher there than it is at present, 
and though money is not very abundant, business is healthy and thriving. 3 

With the United States the reverse of this is the case. Peace has fled, and a 
feeling of insecurity and dread has taken possession of all who have any love for 
quiet and good order. Ranks and mercantile houses are failing, stocks are depre- 
ciating, and business of all kinds, excepting the manufacture of munitions of war, is 
paralysed. Prospects the most gloomy present themselves before all classes, though 
there are some who resolutely shut their eyes to them, and still hope that, even if the 
dread alternative of war between the North and South be resorted to, they have 
nothing to be alarmed at. This blind fatuity is only comprehensible upon the prin- 
ciple that the Spirit of the Lord has entirely forsaken them, and they are doomed to 
destruction; for, while they entertain such ideas, they make no movement to avert 
the impending and terrible storm that. threatens them. According to all accounts 
lately received of the positions assumed by the Government and the seceding States, 
civil war seems inevitable, unless the Lord should interpose to prevent it. And if it 
once begin, and the quarrel be left to the arbitrament of the sword, it will be no 
dificult thing to imagine where it will end. Such scenes of disorder and bloodshed 
will be witnessed as have never been exceeded in horror in any generation. The 
Spirit which impels them to separate will, if war should be commenced, sustain them 
in waging a warfare that will not cease until both parties are exhausted, or one or the 

The business of every State in the Union is being affected by these troubles, the 
relations between each being so intimate as to make this an unavoidable result ; 
and in every one there is a contrariety of views regarding the proper course to be 
taken under existing circumstances. In the North, one is in favour of coercive 
measures against the seceding Southern States, another opposed to coercion and in 
favour of a peaceful separation (if a separation must come), and still another in favour 
of compromise and granting unto the South what it demands. In the South there 
are some who love the Union and are averse to the separation, thinking it better to 
fght their battles in the Union: there are others who signify their willingness to 
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remain united with the North on the condition that concessions and compromises 
are made to make their rights more secure; and still another class, and they are. 
largely in the ascendant, who are determined at all hazards to dissolve the Union, 
and, if need be, fight to the bitter end in the assertion and vindication of every 
ight. | | 

“Tn this respect, no less than others, the contrast between Utah and the rest of the 
_ States and Territories is very striking. Though isolated from the rest, and by no 
means an uninterested spectator in the struggle now going on, yet there is no 
division of sentiment among her people respecting it. They have been for years 
anticipating such a condition of affairs as now presents itself throughout the nation. 
They have mourned at the infatuation of the people in bringing such evils upon 
themselves, and have done all in their power to avert them by warning them of their 
approach. But, having been expecting a dissolution for years prior to their settle. 
ment of Utah, they are prepared for the consequences which must attend such an 
event, and they will pursue the course marked out for them to the accomplishment of 
their exalted destiny, undisturbed by the clamour and convulsions that may surround 
them. Thus they are different from any other community within the bounds of the 
United States, and it is wholly attributable to the Lord, who has kindly revealed his 
will to his servants, the Prophets, through which they have been made aware of 
what was coming, and how to avoid it. The world will yet see that, despise the 
“Mormons” as they may for believing in and hearkening to the Prophets and 
Apostles, they have been the instruments in the hands of the Lord of preserving his 
people from misery and the most direful calamities that can befal a nation. 

To fully comprebend some of the merciful providences of the Almighty experienced 
by the people of Utah, the mind must revert to the position they were in three years 
ago. Then they were threatened with an invasion by an army whose real mission 
was the overthrow of their religion and cherished rights. To lookers on, who com- 
pared the weakness of the destined victims with the strength of the assailing force, 
and judged therefrom what the result would be, their escape seemed impossible. 
“ Mormonism” (as it was styled,) and its believers were to be crushed out, and their 
fate was to be pointed to by the historian as a warning to all future generations. 
The Lord, fortunately for us, arranged differently, and we were preserved. These 
very demonstrations against Utah, with others equally formidable made against 
her people at other times, have had the effect to make the shock of dissolution 
less felt by her than by any other State or Territory in the North American 
republic. They isolated her, compelled her people to keep themselves aloof 
from the rest of the Union, by cutting off almost every chance of association, 
and prevented the formation of those ties, the rending of which is now 
convulsing the other sections of the country. Utah, to pass unscathed through the 
fiery ordeal that awaited the nation, had to be different from the rest of ber sisters + 
and this difference they created by singling her out and making her people the 
objects of attack. | 
_ Every one who contrasts the position of Utah with that of the nation of the 
United States at large must be struck. with the advantages she possesses. Her 
position is an enviable one. Her people dwell at peace, undisturbed by discord or 
strife; they are united in faith, and have but one object in view—the establishing of 
the kingdom of God. Martial preparations are not being made, for they are not 
necessary. The opening and strengthening of settlements, the cultivation of the 
earth, the erection of dwellings and other edifices, the development of the natural 
resources of the country, and the increasing of everything that contributes to the 
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seas and liberty of a people, occupy their time and attention. With implicit 
ce in God and his servant whom he has placed to preside over them, they are 
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not troubled with any fear for the future, knowing that his wisdom has been sufficient 
for the past, and will be ample for any future exigency that may arise. The con 


between 


the people who have faith in God and his Priesthood and the nations who. 


are destitute of it will be more and more striking as time rolls on. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


AMERICA. 


House of Representatives, 
* Washington, D. C., Feb. 1, 1861. 
Elder George Q. Cannon. 

My dear Friend and Brother,— Your 
long-looked for and welcome favour of the 
12th inst. was duly received, and its con- 
tents read and re-read with interest, and I 
might say with pleasure, as it is ever a 
sourceof such tometo hearfrom you. Yet 
I feel that the tenor of your letter 
breathes fears and responsibilities, which 
it isnot pleasant to know are weighing 
youdown. The condition of the country 
does not give me that hope for your hap- 

iness and for the success and prosperity 
of the Saints that I wished it did. 

The cloud which has been gathering 
over this once happy country is soon to 
burst in a fratricidal civil war, the like of 
which probably has never been witnessed 
by any people that have ever lived. 

Your reflections upon those things, 
with the bearing and effect which they 
are to have upon all that affect us, with 
the bankruptcy of this country as well as 
Europe, wich the hunger, nakedness, and 
misery—its consequent attendants, and the 
* difficulty of obtaining means to earry out 
purposes already designed, are, I say, 
enough to weigh heavy upon the mind 
and energies of you or any one who loses 
his own identity for the love and good of 
the 

tters politically have not, I think, 
materially changed for the last ten or 

n days, save as one luminary after 
another drops from the great galaxy—as 
State after State (till they now number 
one-fifth of the States of the Union,) 
have seceded from the parent Govern- 
ment, with Texas, Arkansas, and North 

ina soon to follow. I said not 
materially changed, because the public 
mind having become stultified by the fre- 


quency of a secession, it is less exciting than | 


in the beginning ; and Mr. Buchanan, evi-. 
dently using all his efforts to avoid a. 
collision between this and the 4th March, 
leaves the work of tearing the country 
asunder one of less excitement than if, 
with the disintegration of the country, 
civil war was raging. ; 

As you have learned through the press, 
the Representatives ‘of six of the States. 
have vacated their seats and returned to 
their constituency, thus causing a vacuum 
in the representation of the two houses. 
which is sad to contemplate, and drawing 
many a sigh from those who truly love 
their country, when they look at the 
empty seats where this or that Senator or 
representative once sat, and who mingled 
their voices in debate for that which. 
appertained to this country’s good, now 
isolated and aloof as it were in a foreign. 
land, banding together, by. their Con- 
vention on the 14th instant at Mont- 
gomery, to construct a government under 
which they imagine they will be more 
happy. Those that remain begin to- 
realize the evils which are coming, and 
the items to which I have just alluded 
tend much to serious reflection; and I 
really think, were it to be so, and the 
Northern States thought they could place 
matters back where they were, there is 
no concession in reason they would not | 
make. But the die is cast. The States 
that have seceded, with two or three others 
that will go, have cherished the matter as. 
the apple of their eye, and only wanted 
an opportunity to accomplish their designs 5 
consequently, it is useless to offer them 
terms. South Carolina says she is out, 
and going to stay out; and she is the 
eisathpides for the others. The Border 


States evidently would like to remain, if 
they could do so upon terms of reciprocity 
and I have no doubt the North or free 
States are disposed, and may offer such 
terms as will be acceded to by the Border 
States: but the matter would be 
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zemporary, if the incoming administration 
should attempt to use force against the 
seceding States (by what they will deem 
their duty,) in executing the laws, as in 
mo event would the Border Slave States 
germit an invading force to pass through 
their territories, or sanction what thev 
term coercion towards the South. 
therefore reiterate that there can be no 
arrangement made with the Border 
States that will be permanent. 

As you justly remark, those that are 
inimical to us have other fish to fry than 


interfering with our fireside relations, 


and I am at least thankful that they are 
compelled to let us alone: therefore my 
Situation (apart from the society of my 
family and my friends that are with me,) 
is much more pleasant than the past 
winter, though my labours are heavy. 

I have dates from brother Young to the 
3rd inst.,and from Hooper, Eldridge, and 
Co. by pony to the 14th instant. To the 
Jatter date they had had but two or three 
cold days. The advices represent matters 
as moving along just about as we would 
have them—peace, plenty, and generally 
all in good health, though brothers Wells 


_ and Calder had been quite sick. The Pre- 


sident speaks of many useful improve- 
ments that are going on in the way of 
bridges, streets, roads, &c.; all of which, 
my dear brother, widely contrasts, in the 
unity, peace, and prosperity of Utah, when 
we view the counter state of things here. 
The Legislature was about closing its 
labours, and I apprehend has adopted 
some salutary measures. 

I have, in my intercourse this winter, 
tried to pursue that policy which’ would 
_— Utah right before the country, as I 

now that all eyes are upon her. I have 
represented her as being strong “ Union” 
in feeling, without being wltra, and, as an 
evidence of her loyalty, presented her 
Constitution, and sought to become one 
of, and to share the fate of the States in 
this their darkest hour; that notwith- 
Standing we had suffered all kinds of 
persecution and contempt, yet we had an 
endvaring love for our mother country, 
and were yet willing to live under the 
stars and stripes, and under them get our 
grievances redressed. 

I fear we have no hope for admission 
this winter, though there is evidently a 
feeling, I think, by the majority of the 
House, to let us in. Yet, as I before 


remarked, I think it will not be done; 


and it may be the last chance they wif 
ever have to refuse us. The imperfect 
census returns, showing us with only 
forty-odd thousand, give our opponents 
an argument of opposition to our ad. 
mission, forgetting Oregon and New 
Mexico, which they are now talking, asa 
matter of expediency, of admitting, when 
they talk of gs peda being an 
qualification. So much for consistency! 

We all join in our prayers and wishes 
for the success and prosperity of yourself 
and the brethren, trusting that our lives 
may be spared to be again united with 
you. May God bless you! 

Your friend, 
Wo. H. Hooper. 


FRANCE. 
Paris, February 14, 1861 
President G. Q. Cannon. | 
Dear Brother,—The spring is coming, 
and I am making my best exertions to 
increase the little Branch at Paris. 
Louis Napoleon is getting pretty liberal. 
His Italian policy will result in removing 
the French troops from Rome, and the 
everlasting city shall become the capital 
of the kingdom of Italy. Then I will 
take the opportunity to apply directly to 
the Emperor for the privilege to preach 
publicly the Gospel in France. 
The French work I am writing for 
(La Révue Contemporaine,) is getting to 


a close. The principal organ of the 


French journalism, Les Débats, has pub- 
lished lately a lengthy analysis of the 
book of M. Jules Remy on “ Mormonism.” 
That is a good symptom in the present 
circumstances. It is, in reality, a sign of 
the times. 

Brother Huber has sent his first letter 
from Utah. He has settled at Lehi. 
My faith is getting stronger and stronger 
in the inlakey work of the last days. 
I should be most happy to become in the 
hands of the Lord an humble instrument 
for spreading the eternal truth in my 
native land. Prospects are better now 
in France than last year. My only object 
is to fulfil my present mission to the best 
of my abilities, and to spend my old days 
among the people of God. 

Dear Brother, may the Lord bless you 
and your labours in your present im- 
Taper mission, is the prayer of your hum- 


e co-labourer in the Gospel Covenant, 
Lovis A, BERTRAND. 
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_ ing, money getting scarce, governments 


this season, and I believe t 
Situation to be ready at a short notice. 
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SWITZERLAND. The exact number I am at present unable 
tell.’ Brother: Woodard 


Geneva, February 11, 1861. 
President George Q. Cannon. | 
Brother Woodard and 
myself wrote you on the 23rd ultimo, 
am St. Immer, since which time we 
have travelled through the greater part 
of Switzerland, visited many of the Saints, 
and got the Priesthood in as good work- 
ing order as possible. 

There are about twelve Travelling 
Elders who spend their time in teaching 
the way of salvation to those who are 
willing to hear them. Besides these, are 
seven or eight others, holding the offices 
of Priests, &c., who are also warning 
the people; also eight presiding Elders, 
with the various Branch officers neces- 
sary to as complete an organization as 
it is possible to make with the material we 
have to employ. | 

The above does not include the Valley 
Elders. Brother Muller is in Germany, 
brother Gerber in Canton Berne, and 
brother Ballif is more particularly em- 
nas at present in the French cantons. 

rother Woodard has spared no pains 
to make me acquainted with all the ins 
and outs of the Mission, so far as our 
limited means would allow. We have 
been united in all our movements, and I 
believe that a general good feeling pre- 
vails among the Saints. 

The Elders are baptizing weekly. 
Their prospects are good for future 
increase, unless the trump of war should 
call the labourers from the vineyard to 
the field of battle. Factories are closing 
business, merchants failing, banks break- 


borrowing at a high per centage, and bills 
of exchange very dear. 

Many of the Saints are out of employ- 
ment, and know not what to do; and 
should the present state of things long | 
continue, starvation must stare many in 
the face, i | 

Darsteller No. 7, Vol. 4, was issued 
last month. No. 8 isin press. Brother 
Woodard is thinking soon of issuing a 
double number, thus closing the volume ; 

t as yet we are undecided on the 
matter. The Saints in this Mission, 
including Germany, number about 700. 
Brother Woodard and myself have 
visited most of those intending to emigrate 
are ina 


business. 


My health is improving, with the — 
Best respects 


exception of my eyes. 
love to Presidents Lyman, Rich, and 
Cannon, in which brother Ballif joins. — 
7 Yours faithfully, 
 Jonn L. 


ENGLAND.—SOUTH DISTRICT. 


. Bristol, February 13, 1861. 


Elder George Q. Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—According to promise; 
I herewith send you a report of the 
District comprising the South, Wiltshire, 
and Land’s End Conferences. 

I have visited nearly every Branch 
and almost every family. It is 250 
miles from one end to the other in the 
straightest travelling direction; and in 
visiting the Branches it is more than 
twice that distance: so, you perceive, it 

uires some leg-service to see them all. 

_ The Saints in this District fee] well 
towards the work of God. Their faith is 
at, and their confidence strong in the 
rd and his servants. The truth is. 


sweet to them, and their religion is the - 


foundation of all their happiness. Bus 
they feel that this is not their home, and. 


their eyes and expectations are westward, | 


looking and longing for redemption to 
come from Zion; for hundreds of them 
will never be able to emigrate by their 
own means, for their circumstances are 
such that they can barely ezist here, tosay 
nothing of living. The circumstances of 
the past have involved them in difficulties, 
through their desire to maintain their 
standing and comply with every require- 
ment. Their clothes are in pawn, their 
house-rent unpaid, and their provision shop 
accounts increasing, so that their distress is 
great; and with little or no work, and low 
wages, their prospects outside of their 
religion are gloomy indeed. But the 
brethren are faithful in visiting, com- 
forting, and directing them in the ways of 
truth and economy; and now the Saints 
are trying to pay their debts, and en- 
deavouring to free themselves from bond- 
age, whi 
Elders to raise money enough to meet the 
necessary expenses of the Mission ; and § 


makes it difficult for the 


Saturday last, for Ulrich, on emigration pata 
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say, God bless them, and help them to 
-obtain their liberty! And if I can get 
bread and water, or salt and potatoes, to 
live upon, and can help them to pay their 
debts, it makes me feel happy and con- 
tented, and so. it does my brethren. 

I know we are to be judged by our 
faithfulness to God and his cause, and 
our diligence among the people in spread- 
ing the knowledge of the truth, and the 
spirit we diffuse as ministers of the Gos- 
pel wherever we go, that the effects of 


our religion might be exhibited in our 


rery-day life, and that we may be 
“‘living epistles of God, seen and read of 


Saints and the world. 


Our prospects for a good increase in) 


UTAH 


night, and gave us some good instryp, 
tions how to direct our future operati 
in order to effect the most wed for the 
salvation of and the glory of 
—_ On Tuesday he left for Chelten. 
m. 
In this District there are many 
| ings for preaching the Gospel, but we are 
‘short of labourers. I could use to 
_ advantage a dozen more good Elders, if] 
had them here,—that is, if they were the 
kind I want, such as would live ther 
religion themselves, and in the morni 
rise early, say their prayers, asking 


to be with them through the day, and 
allmen.” I can say truly that the brethren | 
who labour with me are indeed devoted 
to the work of God, and we are all 
united in our operations to bless the 
_ listen tothem, and thus introduce the Gos. 


direct them by. hig Spirit to the honest in 
heart; then spend their time in visiti 

the people all round the towns an 
country, and talk to all they could find to 


pel intonew places, and build up Branches. 


the Church are really cheering; formany But if they want to travel among the 
of those who have left the Church are Saints only, spending their time from 
‘now returning, and many strangers are house to house, and preach once a week 
also attending our meetings, and are to them alone, I do not want them, for 
‘feeling interested, and some are being they would starve themselves and starve 
‘baptized. Our meeting-rooms, particu- the Saints. 
larly at Bristol and Devonport, are’ The location of the Travelling Elders 
crowded with strangers, and we are here for the future will be as follows :— 
enjoying ce in our meetings, for the Wiltshire Conference, John H. Kelson, 
spirit of kindness characterizes our in- President; Travelling Elders, Charles H. 
structions to the people, and they seem , Rhees and John Windley. (Elders Wind- 
peaceably inclined towards us and the ley and Kelson intend emigrating this 
cause of God, more so than for years season.) South Conference, Willet 
past. Harder, President; Travelling Elders, 

We had a rich time on Sunday, the Robert Hodgert, Thomas Yates, and 
10th instant, at Bristol, where we held a Richard L. Mills. (Elder Mills intends 
‘Conference, and had all the Travelling emigrating.) Land’s End Conferenee, 
Ministry of the District together. Also William H. Pitts, President; Travelling 


Presidents Amasa Lyman and C. C. Rich | 


‘were present, and their counsels and 
-imstructions to us and the Saints were 


Elders, William C. Moody and George 


Stanneforth. BrotherT.O.Kingwilltravel 


with me for awhile, until he is experienced 
As to the emigra- 


“sweet and profitable, and the inspira- enough to go alone. 
‘tion of God in them was apparent tion, there will be from thirty to forty go 
and felt by us all. We had to ask the from this District this season, the par- 
‘Saints to stay at home that strangers ticulars of which shall be forwarded as 
‘might have room, and in the evening the | soon as possible. 

room was full to overflowing, and much! With kind love, I remain your fellow- 
good was done. On Monday, brother | labourer in the cause of truth, 

duyman left for London. Brother Rich 
stayed, and met with the Priesthood at 


GreorceE 


UTAH NEWS. 
(From the ‘‘ Mountaineer” and “ Deseret News.”) 


WARD AssEMBLY Rooms. buildings were dedicated. Presidents 


—QOn New Year’s Day the above-named | Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball, 
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W. Woodruff and Lorenzo 
resent and took part in the 
the occasion. The building 


and Elders 
Snow were 
ceremonies 0 


been erected by the inhabitants of the 
=e under the direction of Bishop Ed- 


win D. Woolley and a select committee, 
during the past summer and fall, and 
speaks much for the enterprise and libe- 
rality of the people. The large upper room 
is 60 by 35 feet; the basement 1s nearly 
as large, and the vestry and adjoining 
school-room are each 30 by 20.” 

«Over the entrance is a slab with 
a circular inscription — ‘* Thirteenth 
Ward Assembly Rooms, erected A.D. 
MDCCOLX.’ 

At the entrance door there is a trans- 
parency of the All-Seeing Eye over the 
transom light. Each window in the 
building has five transparent shades, with 
the following mottoes painted by Mr. 
Henry Maiben :-— 

Front or south windows— ‘ Virtue 
—Temperance.’ On the east side are 
—‘Faith — Hope — Charity — Truth.’ 
On the west side are—‘ Justice—Mercy 
—Knowledge— Wisdom.’ 

The crown of the arch is about twenty 
feet from the floor. About fifteen feet 
from the floor is a very fine stucco cor- 
nice, and immediately underneath are 
two enrichments—the workmanship of 
Mr. Rumell. Above the cornice, over 
the entrance door, reaching the roof, is 
a fine small ornament in relief, springing 
out from a centre shield, on which is well 
painted by Mr. Morris the escutcheon of 
the State of Deseret—the Bee Hive with 
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an Eagle and the inscrip~ 
tion in i | characters sins 

On the north end of the Hall is a very 
commodious tribune or pulpit, capable of 
seating conveniently six or eight persons 
with the speaker. On the wall behind 
the pulpit is a large illustrated map of 
the Republics of North America and ad- 
jacent islands and countries. Over the 
cornice above is a similar scroll in relief, 
springing out from a shield with the All- 
Seeing Eye, underneath which is the in- 
scription—* Holiness to the Lord.’ 

wo very neat bronze chandeliers hang 

from the roof. The pulpit and windows 
are draped in crimson. 

Behind the upper end of the hall is a 
receiving-room, or vestry, 30 by 20 feet: 
The basement story was probably at first 
intended for school purposes, but may be 
turned to some other account. In the 
centre of the basement is a large adobie 
heater, nine feet in diameter, and seven 
feet high, with adobie walls a foot thick. 
In the inside of the ‘heater’ isa 
stove capable of creating warmth 
cient to keep the whole building comfort- 
able. While the smoke-pipe runs to the 
north or back of the building, two flue- 
pipes branch out east and west, conveying 
the heat underneath the floor to two 
— that distribute it in the big. 


We believe it is the finest building ever 
reared by any Branch of the Church by 
its own exertions.” oe 


SUMMARY OF NEWS AND PASSING EVENTS. 


GENERAL. There has been another outrageous scene at the convict prison at Chatham ; 
‘but the military force being still kept in prison, the ringleaders were soon placed in irons. 
Altogether there are now about ninety secured. The Perseveranza publishes a telegram. 
from Perugia, dated the lfith instant, announcing that the Papal Zouaves had invaded 
‘the Sardinian territory; but that they had been repulsed by Volunteers. The Pontifical 
soldiers had fortified themselves at Nanzano. A solemn sitting of the Council of the Empire 
has been held at St. Petersburg, which lasted seven-and-a-half hours. The Emperor 
presided, and declared his wish that the proclamation for the emancipation of the serfs 
should be issued on the 3rd of March, the anniversary of his accession. This was agreed 
to; and on that day, twenty million souls will at one and the same hour have ceased to be 
Property. The Patrie and Pays say— The latest news from Cochin China announces 
that fresh persecutions have been commenced against the Christians.” 

AMERICAN.—The North Carolina Legislature has unanimously passed a resolution that, in 
case the endeavours for reconciliation fail, North Carolina will go with the other Slave 
States. The United States revenue cutter Lewis Cass bad been surrendered to the State 
of Alabama. 50,000 people were stated to be on the verge of starvation in Kansas. 


A despatch from Washington, dated Jan, 20, says—“ At ten minutes past two e’clock — 
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